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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


LIFE OF DR. CHAUNCY. 





(Concluded from page 150.) 


In 1771, Chauncy published the Complete View of 
Bpiscopacy, which was commented nearly thirty years 
before. It contains av histerical account of the chris- 
tian Fathers and of their writings down to the close of 
the second century; and faithfully exhibits, by ex- 
tracts, all they say concerning Bishops and Presbyters; 
from which the author shewed that they considered 
these as one and the same order of ecclesiastical offi- 
cers. It is a learned and faithful statement of the sub- 
ject, adapted to the capacity of common readers. An 
answer to it has, I thimk, never been attempted, ex- 
eept by Mr. Bowden, rector of St. Paul’s Church in 


Norwalk, Conn. who was manifestly incompetent to | 


the undertaking. 

The difficulties between Great Britain and America 
had now assumed a fearful aspect, and the period which 
tried men’s souls arrived. Through that long, protracted 

scene of hope and despair, Chauncy remained a firm 
supporter of the cause of freedom, though his advanc- 
ed age forbade his taking a very active part. He 
used to say, that if human exertions were insufficient 
to protect the Americans, a legion of angels would be 
‘sent to their assistance ; and when a smile was excit- 
ed, and some donbts were expressed of the possibility 
ef such an alliance, he persisted in his assertion, adding 
that he knew it would he so. Amidst all his studies, he 
had ever been a careful observer of public affairs ; on 
which he had formerly published some tracts. When 
General Gage shut up the harbor of Boston, and har- 
assed the inhabitants with his troops, Chauncy pub 

ished (1774) 4 just Representation of the Hardships 
and Sufferings of ihe Town of Boston, in a letter toa 
friend. 


Towards the close of the Revolutionary war, he 
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only to direct the public attention to the doctrine, in the earth,’ and “‘ every creature which is in heaves 
season for the appearance of a larger and more con-'and on the earth,’ &c. These positions he supports 


vincing treatise. It is remarkable that the author ex- 


sumed the eharacter of a preacher,” and who taught, 
in Boston and elsewhere, that.“ a man may go tc 


ty of in the course of his life. This Stranger was no 
other than the celebrated Mr. Murray ;* a+ man who, 
notwithstanding all his imperfections, was entitled to 
some other notice than this, from Chauncy. 

It may be thought that Chauncy regarded the pub- 
lication of this pamphlet as an experiment that was to 
determine him whether to prefix his name to his work 
on Universalism; as by observing how his sentiments 
were received, he might judge how he should be treat- 
ed, if known to be the Promulgator of them. If this 
was the case, he did not long remain in suspense; for 
his pamphlet no sooner appeared than it was warmly 
attacked; and among others, by Dr. Samuel Mather, 
| who preached in the house now occupied by the First 


Roxbury, author of the History of the American Revo- 
lution. This, I suppose, was the first public contro- 
versy on Universalism, which appeared in this country. 

At length his treatise on The Salcation of All Men 
was published is London, in 1784, without his name ; 
though it is probable that-he, the next year, consented 
to an advertisement which declared him to be the 


America, I know nothing, except that it was approved 
by the [London] Monthly Reviewers.{ It has, how- 
ever, never been so much read, nor by common read- 
ers so highly esteemed, as some other works in support 
of the same hypothesis. Although more correct in 
diction than most of Chauncy’s writings, its style is too 
stiff, and its mode of argumentation too dul! and prolix, 
for popular taste. It is, nevertheless, a work of much 





i critical learning, 


pressed, in the Preface, a most orthodox dislike and | 
contempt of a ‘“‘ a Stranger who had, of himself, as- | 


heaven, notwithstanding all the sins he has been guil- | 


Universalist Society in Boston, and by Dr. Gordon of 


author.t Of its first reception, either in England or 


wholly by the testimovy of scripture; some passages 
of which he attempts to illustrate by Paraphrases and 
learned, critical Notes, sufficiently tedious to defy all 
patience. In the third and last part, he answers the 
usual objections against his doctrine, in the asnal way ; 
except that he contends that the very terms which 
are supposed to represent the future state of torment, 
are such as naturally indicate that it will end; so that 
he concludes, we should have been led to believe that 
the damned would be annihijated, had not the scrip- 
tures taught us that all will be saved. 

The chief defect in his system of doctrine may be 
traced to his misapplication of a class of texts to a fu- 
ture state of torment, which have no allusion but to 
certain scenes of distress and mental blindness in the 
present life. In this, he seems to have followed for- 
mer commentators, without thinking to inquire, evem 
in a single instance, whether they were correct. But 
after all, the real principle of his system is that which 
is now adopted by most Universalists; while that of 
Relly’s and Huntington’s is generally rejected. 

To this book, the younger President Edwards pub- 
lished, in 1790, an answer which has been considered 
the ablest work that ever appeared agaiust Universal- 
ism. Were I to give its character, however, I sheuld 
say that its arguments are often founded on scholastic 
theology, rather than on simple truth ; aud that, while 
it evinces mach ability, it fails of affecting Chauncy’s 
general system, though it exposes some heterogeneous 
notions in it, It is certain that Edwards either mis- 
took or misrepresented Chauncy’s meaning on several 
important points. 

In the same year, (1784) Chauncy’s treatise On the 
Benevolence of the Deity, was published in Boston, This 
work, which is a metaphysical one, embraces a much 
wider range of thought than any other which he ever 





and of some substantial proof;—of 


grew unable to perform the public duties of the minis-| uniform candor and fair reasoning. In the first partjhe 
try ;* and, warned by his increasing infirmities that his defines his object, which is to prove that all men will 
earthly labors must soon end, employed his leisure in| be saved, though not till two, or perhaps more, states 
Preparing those works for the press, which were com-| of future existence shall have passed away. In the 
menced during his seven years’ study. Of these, it | second part, he advances to the proof, by means of six 
has been already mentioned that his treatise on The: propositions: the substance of which is, That the 
oeeeis of All Men was one. * This,’ says Dr. Clarke, | obedience and death of Christ constitute the only me- 

was the most labored, and, iv Chauncy’s opinion, the | dium through which salvation is rendered attainable 
most valuable, of his vumerous productions. It was to fallen man; that Christ yielded obedience and suf- 
begun in early life, often reviewed, and completed at | fered death, not fora part, but for all our race, in ac- 
atime when the mental powers are the most vigorous.’ ‘cordance with God's purpose to save all; that God 
It seems,from Clarke’s expressions,that cf the clergy of, will, though Christ, finally reconcile every individual 
that day, there were several who approved of it, and | to his moral government; and that, accordingly, when- 
were believers in its doctrine: ** Before its publica-: ever the scriptures speak of those who shall be even- 
tion,” says he, ‘* it underwent a severe examination | 
from those whose theological and critical knowledge 
qualified them to judge ofsucha work. Many esteem- 


tually restored, they use expressions of universal com- 
prehension : such as “all the nations and families of 





* 


| wrote ; and if the coufusion in its arrangement be over- 
‘looked, it must be acknowledged an able production 
even by those with whose views it does not entirely 
agree. After explaining the nature of infinite Benev- 
olence, considered as an attribute of Deity, he pro- 
ceeds to shew that the great system of Nature and Di- 
vine Government in our world, is such as we might ex- 
|pect would result from the exercise of that Benevo- 
‘lence. For this purpose, he takes a survey of the con- 
struction of the material world and of the general laws 
of nature and providence ; and then attempts to shew 
that the whole is so adapted to the constitution of sen- 
sitive and rational creatures, as naturally to produce 
their happiness, and promote it to as great a degree as 
is possible, considering that they are but a part of the 
vast connexion of beings, and that this life is only pre- 
tory to a future. He zealously contends, however, 
that the natural tendency of things is much retarded by 
the perverseness of free agents; and seems to admit 








ed it a valuable acquisition to the religious world ; and 
all bestowed the highest encomiums upon the learning 
and ingenuity of the author.” 

While the work was thus preparing for the press, 
there ¢ppeared in Boston (1782) a small pamphlet, en- 
titled Salvation for All Men ; which, though anony- 


Murray was then sedtled in Gloucester, Mass. ; that the system of this world is necessarily imperiect, 
but he bad preached occasionally in Boston ever since | though most of its irregularities are eventually correct- 
the year, 1773. Murray takes notice of this pamphlet !ed by the operation of those general laws which, pro- 
and its personal reflection ; see his works, Vol. ii. |daced them. He was evidently somewhat embarras- 


page 94. 'sed, and certainly prevented from fully displaying his 


+t At the end of his “* Dissertations on the Fall and 





pi we may confidently pronounce to have been 
published by Chauucy. It contains little but extracts 


to . , : 
m several Universalist writers; and seems designed 
i ee 


_* Dr. J 
™ 1778, 


i the following Advertisement: ‘* Just imported 
from Boston, New England, and written by the au-| 
thor of the foregoing Dissertations, 1. The Benevolence 
of the Deity, &c. Il. The Mystery hid from Ages, | 








&c. or The Salvation of All Men, &c. 
t See the ‘* Monthly Review,” fos Sept. 1784. | 


ohn Clarke was settled a Colleague with him 
Mr. Foxcroft died, 1769. 


its Consequences,’ published with his name, in 1735, ' 


own plan, by anxiety to avoid an avowal of Univereal- 
ism. He did not hesitate, however, to attack the doc- 
trine of predestination and eternal reprobation ; but, I 


‘think, with more zeal than success. 


The next year (1785) his Five Dissertations on the 
Fall and its Consequences, was published in London.— 
This is the work to which some mutilated referen- 
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ces * may be found in his treatise on ‘‘ The Salvation 
of All Men.’ He contends that Adam was created 
with neither holiness nor knowledge, but only with a 
capacity to acquire them ; that by his transgression he 
incurred the threatened death, which, though delay- 
ed, was at length executed upon him, and the earth 
and seasons cursed for his sake ; that his posterity in- 
herit from him a nature which, though not morally 
corrupt, is less qualified for obedience than his was 
eriginally, and that they are subjected, by the neces- 
sary consequence of his transgression, to all the una- 
voidable sorrows of this life and to death itself; but 
that Christ has unconditionally insured to mankinda 
release from death, and has brought to them new terms 
of justification, which demand so much less than strict 
law would require, as mankind are now less qualified 
for obedience than Adam was at first; so that by im- 
proving their advantages, they may repair the damage 
which results to them from the fail. 

The whole of this book is at variance with what is 
called orthodory, and contains much conclusive argu- 
ment against the doctrine of original holiness, original 
sin t and total depravity. 
an easier style than Chauncy was accustomed to. 

On the completion of these publications, Chauncy 
was eighty yearsold. Becoming apprehensive that his 
life must soon close, he employed the greater part of 
his time in devotional exercises ; until, worn out with 
age, he expired on the 10th of February, 1787, in his 
83d year. His last moments, like the rest of his life, 
were cheered by a constant hope of a glorious resur- 
rection to life and immortality ; aud his language was 
that of the great apostle whom he so much venerated : 
** ] am now ready to be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 


kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a | 


crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing,” 2 Tim. 
iv. 6—8. 

He left a number of manuecrij ‘3s on theological sub- 
jeets, which have never been published. 

Dr. Chauncy was one of the most learned and emi- 
nent divines of New England. 
except President Edwards and Dr. Mayhew, was so| 
mach known to the literatiof Europe. He is still re- 
membered by the liberal clergy, as ‘‘ a burning and a 
shining light,’ that contributed to the illumination of 
his own age, and prepared the way for the greater 
splendor of the present. His mind was strong and 
steady, capable of hard and constant labor; he posses- 
sed an untiring patience in investigation, and a resolu- 
tion which nothing could overcomie ; but in quicknes: 
of apprehension and vigor of conception, he was some- 
what deficient ; and of taste, almost destitute. 

His passions were sirong, and his temper overbear- 
ing, though not petulant. In conversation, a little op- 
position roused him to vehemence, when he was apt to 


,mdulge unguarded and extravagant expressions. In 
- his controversial writings, however, he appears cool. 


He was greatly respected for the general excellence o! 
his character; and particularly for his uprightness, 
kindness and piety. MaAnrcvs. 

N. B. In the former part of this Biographical Sketch, 
Ihave sometimes availed myself of Emerson’s language, 
with no other acknowledgement than this. MARCUS. 





* See ** The Salvation of All Men,” pages 46, 79, 
and 109. 


t President Edwards’ doctrine of original sin is ex- 
amined to considerable lengta, and its absurdity clear- 
ly*pointed out. 

' — 


Rienes.—I cannot, says Bacon, call riches better) 


than the baggage of virtue ; the Roman word is better, 
‘“‘ impedimenta,”’ for as the baggage is to an army, so 
is riches to virtue: it cannot be spared or left behind, 
but it bindereth the march, yea, and the care of it 
*@ vetimes loseth or distarbeth the victory. 


It is generaily written in» 


No one among them,, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


CHRIST’S PRAYER CONSIDERED. | 


“ I pray for them: Ipray not for the world, but for 
them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.” 


Almost every Christian is acquainted with the opin- 








ion which many have entertained of this part of our | Commence the reading of John xvii. 


Lord’s petition. It has been thought that those for 
whom he prayed were the elect, whose salvation was 
determined by God before the foundation of the world, 
and who were given to Christ to be his own people.— 
The rest, it is said, were not the subjects of prayer: 
their fate was irrevocably fixed. It is our opinion, that 
when Christ said, ‘* ] pray for them,” he referred to his 
apostles only, whom God had given him from among 
mankind. But we are willing to take the opposer on 
his own ground, and allow, for a moment, that Christ 
prayed for all that will finally be saved, whom the 
Father gave him. For we can as clearly prove the 
doctrine of Universalism in this way, as we need to 
prove it. Let us now read Christ’s words as follows : 
“I pray for them which thou hast given me, for they 
are thine.” The question then presses upon us, How 
' many had Ged giren to Christ? We answer in the 
language of our Saviour himself; ‘* The Father loveth 
the Son and hath given all things into his hands.”’— 
** All things are delivered unto me of my Father.”°— 
See John iii. 35. Mat. xi. 27. Luke x. 22. 
xiii. 3. xvii. 2. Psalms ii. 7, 8. The opposer must 
see from these scriptures, that, if Christ prayed for all 
which God has given him, in the most unlimited sense 
‘of the phrase, he prayed for all mankind. God had 
given him all: The heathen were his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth were his possession.— 
But we repeat, that in the passage before us, he pray- 
ed for his apostles only. It was a common practice of 
our Lord, to distinguish his apostles from the world. 
** Yet a little while,” says he, ** and the world seeth 
me no more; but ye see me.” ‘* If the world hate 
you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. Hf 
ye were of the world, the world would love his owu. 
but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 





have quoted, shews that Christ had reference to the 
apostles only. ‘* | have manifested thy name to the 
;men which thou gavest me out of the world. Thine 
| they were, and thou gavest them me ; and they have 
| kept thy word.” Ifthe Calvinistic doctrine of elec- 
tion and reprobation be true, these -words could not 
| have had reference to all the elect. 
| known,” continued our Lord, “ that all things what- 
soever thou hast given me,are of thee. For I have 
given into them the words which thou gavest me ; and 
they have received them, aud have kiown surely that I 
| came out from thee,and they have belicved that thou didst 
| send me. I pray for them: | pray not for the world,” 
\&c. We say, if the Calvinistic doctrine of election be 
true, this cavnot refer to all the elect. Could Christ 
say concerning all these, * they have kepi i/.y word ; 1 
have viven unto them the words thSu gavest me, and 
they have received them,and hare helieved thet thou didst 
send me?” He could not. He was speaking of men 
then in existence, who had embraced the christian 
faith, and kept it ;—men with whom he had associated. 
(See verse 12.) He undoubtedly alluded to his apos- 
tles. He says, “ as thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them into the world.” To 
the apostles he said, ‘* Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”’ 

But Jesus said, says our opposer, * I pray not for the 
world »’ so whether he did, or did not pray for his 
apostles only, one thing is certain, ke did not prey for 
the world. It is freely granted that he did not, in this 
verse which we are considering. But docs this prove 
that he never did? In the first part ef ihis praver, he 
prayed for himself ouly. Now, if because he prayed 








John }° 


The context to that portion of the prayer which we | 


** Now they have | 





for himself only in the commencement of his 
we -cannot prove that he did not in the same prayer 
pray for his disciples,neither can we, because he pray- 
ed for the disciples only in another part of it, prove 
that he did not pray for the world before he concluded 
The fact is he did; and people who are not blind on 
see that he did. Let the reader take his Bible, and 
He will find 
that in that part of the prayer which ends with the fifth 
verse, Jesus prayed for himself only. Ifhe will read 
from the beginning of the sixth to the end of the nine. 
teenth verse, he will be satisfied that Jesus was not 
praying for the world, but his apostles only. [fhe 
will then begin the twentieth verse, he wil! see that 
Jesus, instead of saying that these were al} for whom 
he ever permitted himself to pray, says, “* NEITHER 
PRAY 1 FOR THESE ALONE.” He prayed for his 
disciples only at one time, and then he prayed “not for 
the world.” But the words just quoted shew that af- 
terwards he prayed forothers. If the reader wishes te 
know who were those others for whom he prayed, by 
reading through the chapter he can ascertain. He 
prayed for those who shouid believe on him through 
the word of his apostles,—that they all might be one, 
as he and his Father were one. He prays afterwards 
for“ THE WORLD,*—that it might believe and 
know that he was sent of God. 
object of his mission. 


prayer, 


This agrees with the 
He died for the world,—he 
‘ gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in dug 
| time ;”—~and Joha tes\ifvs t the Father sent him 
|** to be the Saviour of the | /orld.” 
tained wrong ideas of this prayer because they did not 
read it through with care. They read till they came 
'to the verse atthe head of these remark:, they read it 
jthrough, and then stopped. ‘They thought they had 
| found sufiicient proof of the doctrine of reprobation te 
| ete:aal death: for if there was any hope for the world, 
why did uot Christ pray for it?) Why did he say, “1 
pray not for the wo Id”? It appears that these people 
have had not much anxiety that it should be otherwise. 
For we should think if they had bad, they would have 
examined with a little care to see if they had not mix 
taken the meaning of our Lord. By the same meansa 
clergyman might be represented to be a selfish, illiber- 
A report has gone abroad that he prays for 
Some zealously contend that it is so; 





al nun. 
himseli only. 


they may be satisfied. In the course of his prayer he 
mentions himself, aud prays that he may be enabled te 
i ** preach the word” iu a proper manher. 
| ple fly from the meeting houve, and declare thatthe 
report is true, for they heard him pray for hiaself.— 
If they had remained until bis prayer was finished, 





‘christians generally, and all mankind. 
| The views which we have given of our Lord’s pray 


People have ob-. 


aud (hey go upon the Sabbath to hear him pray, that, 


‘Lhese peo, 





| they would have heard him pray for his congregation, 


er agree pertectly with his geueral character and com - 


} duct. 
| little children to him, that he might lay his hands om 
‘them and pray; when James and John would com 


mand fire from heaven to consume the Samaritans, he 


When his followers forvid parents to bring thei . 


'shewed himself above their illiberal feelings. Amd» 
|even wheu he was suffering the agonies of a most cra 


el death, he prayed for his murderers. ‘ Father, for 


do 9 


we close our subject, the inconsistency in the conduct 
of those who contend for such views of Christ’s prayef 
as we think we have shown are not right. They pro 
fess to take Jesus for their pattern, they say they strive 
/to follow him in all things. Why then do they pray 
|for all mankind? Christ, they say, did not; and they 
say they should do as he did. They regard Christ’s 
prayer as evidence that some were reprobated to eter 
| nal woe ; and they think this was the reason why he 
refused to pray for them. ‘They believe in God's ie 
(changeable decree as a bright manifestation of Bis 





give them,” says he, ‘for they know not what they. 


It may not be improper that we should notice, before « 

















glory: Way should these people pray for ati mankind? 
Why do they not pray as they think Jesus does? If 
they did, there would not be so much inconsistency be- 
tween their faith and petitions. Why de they not say, 
Lord, save the elect, and them only ; but send the 
wicked down to hell, Amen? Why not say Amen 
here, as well as hereafter? They dare not do this ; 
they do not’wish to do it; it would.be opposed to every 
thing good. Why then shall we say that Jesus pray- 
ed thus? Let the candid reader judge for himself, 
RiCHARDS, ° 
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A FEW QUERIES 
for the Consideration of ihose who urge the Publie-to 
Contribule to the perpose of forcign Missions, because 
the Heathen ave exposed to. the endless wrath of 4l- 
mighty God, if they die without the knowledge of the 


Christian Religion. 

ist, Is not this whole argument a denial of the reli- 
gion of Jesus Curist > |. is allowed that this religion 
js founded entircly ow the divine Benevolence towards 
mankind. ‘This proposition is acknowledged by all} 
christian denominations. low then is it possible to! 
reconcile this matter of fact with the idea that so far 
the greatest portion of the human family is in danger 
of endless sufieriugs, «s a dispensation from this same 
diviae Being, whose benevolence, to the whole human 
race, has, in infinite mercy revealed a dispensation of 
iavor! 

it God really meditated, or designed the gospel for 
the benefit of all meu, He must have loved ah; and, 
if He is unchangeable, Le loves them stil! and will so 
leve them tovever. What danger then can any portion of 
the human family be in,of receiving from God any thing 
but good ? If the friend of missions should be so lost and 
inconsistent as to say, that God has limited man’s op- 
portunity to become iuterested in the gospel of his Son, 
to this life; and that if this day of probation expires 
before we make sure of the prize, nu may be told, that 


this saggéstion involves Inconsisiences as repugyant to 
reason as the one it is designed to clear up ; for if the 
gospel is in fact founded on the benevolence of God to- 
wards all men, then the whole race of man was iater- | 
ested iu this gospel even before it was revealed toany. 
And furtherniore ; if the divine Benevolence produced 
this dispensation of favor for the beneiit ef ail men, 
how is it possible that God should ordain that the con- 
ditions by which we are to obtain this favor should be 
such that but a comparative few should even have it 
within their power to avail themselves of their benefits? 

2d. Is there not a very great want of consistency in 
pretending that the people here, by being’moved by 
the spirit of Christ, will, in very deed, by contributing 
money for that purpose, be the means of saving immor- 
tal souls from the endless wrath of this same Christ ?— 
Is not this absurdity equally as egregeous as it would 
be to argue, that by sending missionaries to the heath- 
en, especially if it cost us every thing we could possi- 
bly spare, we should be the means of saving them 
from our own wrath? Was there ever such a barefac- 
ed imposition before patronized in our world? People 
are wade to believe that Almighty God has been at in- 
finite expense to save people of his own creation, from 
his own wrath, and that because He loves them with an 
infinite love! ‘They are made to believe that the Son 
¢f God came into the world and gave himself a ransom 
to save men from his own vengeance in the future 
World! And to complete the solemn farce, our clergy 
are now persuading the people .that all that God has 
done, and all that Christ has done, to save people from 
their everlasting veugeanee, will fail uvless we send, 
at an immense expense, these missiouaries to complete 
the Work ! 


j 5 ° —- 
| earth, | have as little expectation that our missionary 
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Py i tt cae duly qualified for this | his pride, stripped off; and tobe reduced from flattered 
countty ted ben ye: ve 8 ARIE arrive in the | affluence to the loneliness of poverty. Why could not 
air be de y are destined to Jabor, what have the elder son have called up to his mind, that scene in 
ine to teach the poor heathen? The fact| which his own brother, who had eaten bread at the 
is they preach as great absurdities there as they do | same table with himself, sat with tattered garments, 
here. Titey there proclaim the infinite goodness of and with a breaking heart, before a herd of swine, in 
God in sending his holy child Jesus to die for all men ; a strange land, and sought to eat the husks which they 
they there profess to be sent to the people witha mes- "did eat? O God, how do the thoughts of home press 
sage ef grace from him who will have.all.men to be | upon the heart in scenes of adversity and affliction !— 
saved ; and they there pray that the Redeemer’s king- | Behold this youth. He reniembers his father’s house, 
dom may fill the whole earth, and then require the |in which there is bread enough and to spare,—and lo ! 
people to believe that far the greatest part of mankind he perishes with hunger. ‘1 will arise,’’ says he, 
must be eternally miserable, for the glory of God ! ** and go to my father.”” Yes, come poor ruined youth ; 
4th. As God promised the father of the faithful, that | @9d though thy sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as 
Tie would bless all nations in him, do not the preten- |enow,—though like crimson, they shall be as wool, 
tions of those who patronise these missionary views, | | But here comes the elder son, He has objections to 
manifest that they believe that God will fail of his' fer. Let us hear him: “ And he said to his father, 
promise in part, and nearly wholly so unless they as-| Lo, these many years do J serve thee, neither trans« 
sisthim? In this they manifest a similar wisdom to/Stessed I at any time thy commandment; and yet 
that by which Sarah disturbed her own peace and that | thou never gavest me a kid to make merry with my 
of her family, by coutriving a way to help the God of; friends. But as soon as this thy son was come, which 
Abraham to fulfil his promise respecting his seed. A | bath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed 
bond woman and her son became a burden and an of-} fr him the fatted calf.” A very orthodox compaint, 
fence. So will this wonderful wisdom, which has so (uly; and his heart was on fire with it. He would 
artfully planned the missionary scheme, end in a very {Ot go in. He would not speak to, or even see, his 
few converts who will know as little of the nature of brother. He would neither join in the shameful revel- 
the gospel as do those who. compass sea and land to|'Y; nor hcld any connexion with the wretch, the dis- 
convert thera. grace of the family, and the abhorrence of all the vir- 
Sth. As this scheme of missions carries professed | ‘uous, such as himself. If the doting old man had a 
christian. ministers of different creeds into heathen |™ind to receive him into the house, as for himself he 


countries, is it reasonable to suppose that they can any had done with it. 
better agree there than here, where they are foreverin| Kind reader, as odious as the disposition of this elder 
cofitention? Each will there endeavor to produce his | brother appears, it is one that is by no means uncom- 
favorite belief in his proselyte ; and when he perceives, mon ariong mankind. The largest and most respecta- 
what he calls the work of regeneration commencing, | ble part of the Jewish nation was certainly actuated 
he, like Jacob of old, will be caréful to peal his rods !by it, in the time of our Saviour; for he related this 
and present them before the subject, and will never | *tory to the Scribes and Pharisees, for the purpose of 
allow him to be born again, until the right rings and describing to them their own malignant and unnatural 
spots appear! And when these different crceds have | *Pitit towards the publicans and sinners. And humana 
engaged taeir respective votaries imtheir causes offen- | 2ture has not much changed since that period. ‘It ia, 
sively and defen-ivel¥, will there be aay thing wani- | YO" well know, the great complaint of the present day, 
ing to compleie a babel confusion equal to the onc jteet the docirire of Universal Grace teaches that those. 
which sends these- missioaa:ies abroad ? who have wasted all their life-time in sin, will be at last 
Trusting in the increasing majesty of the Son of righ- | receivec to the same heaven that is allotted to those 
teousness, ia due time, to enlighten ali the ends of the | W289 lave borne the heat and burden ofthe day. A 
very hard case, io besure! And there are some so 
divines will affect this work, as 1 have that the polar | Seusible of it, that they say, ifall men are going to 
heaven, they do uot wish to go, themselves. MARcvs. 





ices can be all melted by carrying water in vases from 


the torrid zone. H. B. ————al 0:0 ie 
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In the divine oracles we read of two very distinguish- 
ed characters ;—onc, the pious foreign Missionary sent 
on a tour to Nineveh ; and the other, an ‘‘ elder Son,” 
and domestic laborer. The latter was a mercenary, 
and although we!leupported, made grievous complaints 
against his Lounwiful father, who, though, (as-he pre- 
tended,) long nf faithfully served, had bat poorly re- 
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THE ELDER SON. 


* 4nd he was angry, and would not go in.” 
Luke xv. 28. 
This was the elder son in the parable of the prodigal, 














The cause of his anger was that his long-lost brother 
was found, and had been received with rejoicing by 
the aged father. What an occasion for resentment !— 
It is true, his brother had been very foolish and greatly 
to blame. He had forsaken his bome and his kindred ; 
and, without a guardian, wandered into distant lands, 
where he gave himself up to his youthful lusts, till all 
that he could call his own was sptut in riot and de- 
bauchery. These things naturally arose to the mind 
of the elder brotler.; and it made him very augry to 
think that the graceless prodigal should be received so 
cordially, just when it pleased his worship to return to 
his father’s house in order to avoid starvation. 

But he ought to have reflected that if his brother had 
been’ very criminal, he had suffered for his folly, and 
suffered severely. He had probably known what it 
was to cast a supplicating look on those whom he bad 
eoriched by his lavishness, and find no friendship and 
He had known what it 


warded the services; seldom, if ever, making him any 
valuable presents. 

The foreizgu Missionary was no bireling, being called 
and sent forth by the Lord of the harvest, and there- 
fore, like others of that description, was willing to trust 
providence, taking: wits: him his own purse and scrip, 
expecting finally to receive a heavenly reward pro- 
portioned to his cervites. But what is remarkable 
coucerning these two laborers is this, that not withstand- 
ing they were of differeut devominations, they were so 
far agreed as to be highly displeased and exceeding 
angry, when informed that their benevolent employer 
was so merciful as to extend salvation to those peni- 
tent transgressors whom they had doomed to utter de- 
Hence we may conclude they bad not then 
K, 


struction. 
become Universalists. 





To Readers and Correspondents. 





compassion among them all. 


was to have al! t 


he glittering trappings that nourished | 





‘INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH,” is thankfully reeeived, 
and will appear in our next. 
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POET’S CORNER. 








SELECTED. 


THE CHRISTIAN ISRAEL. 


BY MONTGOMERY. 


‘Thus far on Life’s perplexing path, 
“J'hus far the Lord our steps hath led, 
Safe from the world’s pursuing wrath, 
Unharm’d, though floods hung o’er our head ; 
Here, then, we pause, look back, adore, 
Like ransom’d Israel from the shore. 


Strangers and pilgrims here below, 
As all our fathers in their day, 

We to a land of promise go, 

Lord! by thine own appointed way. 
Still guide, illumine, cheer our flight, 
In cloud by day, in fire by night. 


Protect us through this wilderness, 

From serpent plague, and hostile rage ; 
With bread from heaven onr table bless, 
With living streams our thirst assuage ; 
Nor let our rebel-hearts repine, 

r follow any voice but Thine. 


Thy righteous laws to us proclaim, 
But not from Sinai’s top alone ; 
Hid in the rock-clift be thy name, 


| the doctrine of Universal Benevolence and 
‘the mind to the contemplation of those heavenly and 
‘divine subjects where peace alone is to be found, and 
the consolations of Truth are to be enjoyed. 
The “‘ MESSENGER oF Pracr” shall be conducted 
with that candid and liberal spirit which regards the 
‘feelings and right of others; and all discussions on 
| points of doctrine shall be managed in a manner, which, 
| if it fail to convince, will not produce improper antipa- 
thies, or justly, subject the editor to ihe charge, of be- 
| ing wanting in charity and christica adection. To re- 


God's universal grace and goodnass, laying before them 
the evidences furnished us ia the Hory ScrrpTuRES 
that the “ Lord is good ujto all,” and ‘ that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works,” thys leading them 
to the enjoyment of peace through the knowledge of 
him who is oyr P=Ack, and who is styled the * King of 
Salem’ *“* The Prince of Pesce,” will the proposed 
work be devotes, and every exertion will be made, by 
it, to promulgate peace on earth, and good will among 
men. 


Mercy, arouse 


more existing prejudices; to corciliate the opposers of | 





a GC A te ly tl 


There is antother point of light in which this Synod 
cal Act presents itself. [fa clerical body of men be. 
gin to pass resolations of approbation to the general 
government, for the course which is taken in relation 
to certain matters—with the same propriety it may be- 
gin to pass resolution: of disapprobation, or of censure 
on aceount of its acts and proceedings. The design 
of such resolutions is always to make an impression ; 
and by and by, Congress may be awed into measures, 
not warranted by any convictions of their utility, for 
fear of coming under the public censure of such cleri- 
cal bodies of men, whose people, ever influenced by 
their decisions, will exert themselves to remove and 
keep from the general government, all who are not 
favorable to the schemes and wishes of their teachers, 
We have, as yet, got along very well, without any 
clerical tribunals being set up in this country, to sanc- 
tion and disapprove the measures of the general goy- 
ernment, (as though they were to be submitted to 
their revisal,) and it is to be hoped we shal) see no 
more of this species of clerical arrogance until the 





It may be considered, by some of our brethren, as un- | = 


yoke is more completely on our necks. 
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PROPOSALS 
FOR PRINTING BY SUBSCRIPTION, A VALUABLE WORE, 


necessary to add to the list of numerous publications | 
already in circulation, which are devoted to the cause | 
of Universal Benevoience, edited by gentlemen of ac- | 
knowledged talexts and experience, who are well ac-| 
qu2zinted with the Scriptures, and able advocates and, 
defendors of the doctrine they have espoused, and — 


ENTITLED, 
A DICTIONARY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; 


CONTAINING 





Thy power,—and ali thy goodness shown ; 
And may we never bow the knee, 
To any other gods but Thee. 


» * & * * a ¥ 


When we have numbered all our years, 
And stand at length on Jordan’s brink, 
Thongh the flesh fail with human fears, 
Oh! let not then the spirit shrink ;— 
But strong in faith, and hope and love, 
Plunge through the stream, to rise above. 
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CONTENTMENT. 


© sacred Peace ! contentment sweet ! 
Thy calm repose inspires my tongue ; 

While music doth her numbers beat, 
To thee alone I'll raise my song. 





Blest with thine all supporting charm, 
The needy poor have quick relief; 

Without the aid of thy kind arm,— 
The rich are fill’d with woe and grief. 


The absence of our dearest friends, 
Thy sacred presence well supplies ; 

While heavenly wisdom condescends 
To give us hope that never dies. 


O heav’nly gem of sweet content, 
Let me but know and feel thy charms,— 

Millions may be by others spent, 
While I rest safely in thine arms. 


8. N. 
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A New Semi-Monthly Paper. 


(cr-Proposals for publishing in the City of Hudson, N.Y. 
a Semi-Monthly Paper, to be called the MESSEN- 
GER OF PEACE, to be Edited by Ricuarn Car- 
nav, Pastor of the Universalist Church and Society 
in Hudson, and late Editor of the Religious Inquirer 
published in Hartford, Conn. 


The design, of the above proposed Publication, is to 
extend the knowledge of that Gospel, which bringeth 





apprehend that another work of this kind will imfringe 
upon the subscription list of those already in existence, 
and thus do as much injury as good. In reply, it may 


An Explanation of more than eleven hundred words, 
and Illustrating the mest important subjects in that 


| Book; by comparing, and bringing together the differ- 


bo obzerved, that while other papers have a wide and/ent texts upon the same subject, so that the reader 
extensive circulntion giving them ample support, there | May find on the same page, what the New Testament 
are yet hundreds who do not take either of them, al-| Writers have said upon the different parts of the doe 


thsugh firm believers in the doctrine of Universal Sal-| 


vation, on account of living very remote from the 
place where those papers are printed, but who would 


give their patronage and support to a paper published 
in their immediate vicinity. 


trine of CuRisT. 

The whole designed for the general use of all whe 
love the Scriptures, without partiality to any Sect, or 
Denomination. 

N. B. This work to contain a short history of the 


Persuaced of this, the ‘* Messenger of Peace” is pro- | Twelve Apostles of ihe Lamb. 


posed to the public, and to the believers in the faith | 


of Abrahzm in particular, for their Patronage and sup 
port, in the humble hope that it will meet with en- 
couragement and be the means of much good to all 
who are disposed candidly to search after the Truth. 
CONDITIONS. 
The Paper will be printed with a new type, on Med- 
ium paper, making eight pages—at one dollar per an- 
num, payable in advance. 
Any person acting as Agent for this work, on obtain- 
ing subscriptions for ten papers, shall be allowed the 
eleventh gratis. 

Subscription papers to be returned by the first of 
March or earlier if possible, as it is proposed to com- 
mence the work as soon as a sufficient number of sub- 
scribers are obtained to warrant the expense of the 
Publication. 

All letters to be directed to Rey. Ricnarp Car- 
RiavE, Hudson, (N. Y.) Post paid. 

Hudson, Feb. 7, 1824. 


—— () oa 


From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 





Synodical Act, 
OR CLERICAL ARROGANCE. 


In the Journal of the proceedings of Congress, Dec. 
17, we find the following: 


s¢ Mr. Lowrie laid on the table a resolution of the 
Synod of Philadelphia, approving the course taken by 
the government, in relation to certain tribes of In- 


dians.”? 

Was this approbation awarded on account of the 
government giving to the Choctaws lands equal to 
101,000 dollars, to make up for that sum which the 





lifé and immortality to light; to advocate and defend 


| Board of Missions got from them? 





BY ELIAS SMITH. 





CONDITIONS. 


1. To be printed on good paper, and fair type— 


containing about 500 pages, Duodecimo. 


°o 
~* 


To be afforded to Subscribers, at One Dollar 


| Twenty-five Cents, neatly bound and lettered. 


| 


3. ‘Those who are accountable for eight copies, te 
receive one fiee. 

4. To be put to press, as soon as five hundred Sub- 
scribers are obtained. 

5. Each book to contain an Engraving, or likeness 
of the Author. 

6. Books to be sent to Subscribers, (at their ex- 


pense) and the money paid, when the work is deliv- 
| ered. 


(<P Subscriptions to be returned to the Author, ts 
Boston, (Mass.) as soon as it is ascertained what num 
ber of Subscribers can be obtained. 

Boston, Marca, 1824. 

(<> Editors of papers who will give the above an- 
insertion, and forward the paper that contains it, to the 


Author, shall receive one copy when the work is pub- 
lished. 


> 
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MARRIED, 

In this city, on Tharsday evening last, by the Rev. 
Mr. Dean, Mr. Luther Gates to Mrs. Vashty Thurston. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dwight, Rev. Amos Bingham te 
Miss Betsey Witham. 

In Salem, Mr. Richard Austin, Jr. to Miss Elizabeth 
Palfray.-—Mr. Samuel Goldthwait to Miss Hannah 
Goodhue. 

In Middleborough, Capt. Thomas Shepard, of Can- 
ton, to Mrs. Priscilla Pickens, of the latter place. 

DIED, 
In this city, Ellen, daughter H. G. Otis, jun. Esq. 


aged 3. Mr. James M’Namara, aged 32. Mrs. Aus 
T. Perkins, aged 71. Mrs. Mary Suter, aged Je. 





Mrs. Oliver C. Stevens, aged 4% 








